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Fortune Bay to host procurement fair, where local entrepreneurs meet state officials  
More than two dozen already signed up for semi-annual conference
TOWER, Minn. – Longtime dreamers will be transformed into proactive entrepreneurs at the Aug. 21 Resource and Government Procurement Fair. 

National agencies, state officials and business leaders will convene at Fortune Bay Resort Casino to share practical information with attendees. They’ll cover all the basics, explaining how to sell products or services to the government, how to start a business and how to grow a business. Officials representing the U.S. Small Business Administration, the National Park Service and the Minnesota Department of Administration will attend the fair, along with experts from the Minnesota American Indian Chamber and the Department of Employment and Economic Development.
Their advice will be localized, pointing out unique considerations to make when dealing with Minnesota government. Veterans, ethnic minorities and women can look forward to instruction on special programs designed to give them better access to the government marketplace.
More than two dozen people have already registered for the free fair. Powerain Systems, Inc., the Tower-based car wash manufacturer owned by Bois Forte, is a major sponsor of the fair, bringing a wide array of knowledgeable sources to its neighbors.  “The beauty [of the fair] is that it’s so practical,” said Kevin Leecy, Tribal Chairman of Bois Forte, which is co-sponsoring the event. “It eliminates the guesswork and explains the paperwork that is so often the roadblock between a promising businessperson and great success.”  

Classes are designed to provide the information would-be entrepreneurs most need. One session, led by a state employee, is titled “How to sell to the state of Minnesota.” Another session, led by UIDA Business Services, will describe assistance programs for Native American-owned companies. Yet another will offer strategies for making larger, more sustainable profits. And if you’ve ever been puzzled by the Central Contractor Registration that stands between you and a government contract, look no further. You’ll be flying through it with ease.  

The fair is free, but registration is required. Register online at www.ptac-meda.net. Click training, then click calendar, and scroll down to Procurement Fair.  
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