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FORTUNE BAY TO HOST SOME OF 

RURAL MINNESOTA’S LARGEST EMPLOYERS

Tribal Resort-Casinos Generate Hundreds of Millions in Economic Benefits
TOWER, Minn. – Some of Minnesota’s most important rural employers will gather at the Bois Forte Band of Chippewa’s Fortune Bay Resort Casino on Lake Vermilion August 5-7, 2008 for meetings of the Minnesota Indian Affairs Council and the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe.

A study conducted last year by University of Minnesota researchers C. Ford Runge, Ph.D., Distinguished McKnight University Professor of Applied Economics and Law, and Barry Ryan, M.S., showed that Minnesota’s 12,900 tribal casino jobs generated $429 million in direct economic benefits to the state’s economy in 2005. Rural Minnesota benefitted the most, with 9% of its leisure and hospitality jobs and 18% of its payroll coming from tribal casinos.

“Indian nations have become major contributors to Minnesota’s economy,” said Bois Forte Band Chairman Kevin Leecy, “and that has allowed us to have a more significant role in the state’s legislative processes.”

As an example, Leecy pointed to the Minnesota Indian Affairs Council (MIAC), the official liaison between the state and Minnesota’s 11 tribes. Under Leecy’s leadership as council chair, “We worked with the Legislature and Governor Pawlenty’s office to completely restructure the relationship between the tribes and the state. Now we operate on a much more collaborative, government-to-government basis.”

The Minnesota Chippewa Tribe (MCT) also helps Indian nations amplify their profiles with lawmakers, Leecy said. “It gives Bois Forte and five other Chippewa bands – Fond du Lac, Grand Portage, Leech Lake, Mille Lacs, and White Earth – a strong, collective voice on key issues.”

State officials have heard that voice and responded by increasing their outreach to Indian organizations. During the MIAC and MCT meetings at Fortune Bay, Indian leaders will hear updates on the legislative session, the governor’s faith-based initiatives, the state patrol’s efforts to recruit natives, veterans’ programs, and more. The MCT will also swear in the new members of its Tribal Executive Committee and elect TEC officers, and it will hold meetings of three subcommittees:  legislative; finance corporation; and education and health services.

“We are pleased that Fortune Bay can provide a forum for all of these activities,” said Leecy. “Indian tribes and Indian businesses are a vital part of our state’s successes, and we look forward to achieving even more for our Band members and all Minnesotans.”
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